Setting and Symbol

Visualisation 
Setting - the time and place of a story. The setting of the story can influence who the characters will be, how they will feel, the types of conflict characters face, and the atmosphere of the story.

Many students remember that setting is about a place but forget to consider the time. Both are important.

Considering the impact of setting on a story, imagine the stories you might tell based on the three different settings:
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Symbol - An image, character, object or place representing something beyond its obvious and immediate meaning.

In addition to setting, storytellers use symbols to help tell a story. Below you will find an exercise that will make you aware of some common symbols. 

	  Activity/Overhead #1
	In addition to setting, storytellers use symbols to help tell a story. This exercise that will make you aware of some common symbols. 
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Required Reading 

Both setting and symbol are important to Rudyard Kipling's "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi", a story set in colonial India . Read the story and consider how setting and symbol function to give the reader a good sense of character and to understand the story's big ideas (theme).

Stop after each sentence and try to create the images (created by setting) in your mind. Try to experience all of the senses appealed to in the story.

Like a poet, a short story writer uses symbols to say "more, with less". Carefully consider how symbols are used in the narrative. 

Activity #2


Considering the impact of setting on a story, imagine the stories you might tell based on the three different settings:
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All three pictures provided above do not have people in them. Imagine two people in the scene. Consider...Are they brothers? Sisters? Your Great-grandparents? Travellers?

Write a 6-8 sentence first paragraph to a story, emphasizing and describing setting, based on one of the three pictures.

Exchange your paragraph with a partner.

Read your partner's paragraph and write a "continuation" 6-8 sentence second paragraph, picking up on setting, but including descriptions of two characters who are in the scene. What you write as a continuation should be logical and pick up where the first student began. Share your completed copy with the rest of the class.  
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Assignment #3 

Complete the following assignment.
After you have read Kipling’s short story you are to re-tell the story using pictures. 

By taking digital photographs and/or drawing pictures, you will create a "storyboard" of 10 pictures that will give someone who hasn't read the words of the story, a sound sense of:

· its plot - what happens 

· its characters 

· its settings 

· its symbols 

List and number the different items of your re-telling in the list below. Clearly number the corresponding items on the picture. After you have finished all 10 images, write a short description of each image (1-2 sentences) as to how it relates to the story.  
	















1. _______________________________________________________________
2. 



	Setting and Symbols 

	Categories
	Level 1
(50 - 59%)
	Level 2
(60 - 69%)
	Level 3
(70 - 79%)
	Level 4
(80 - 100%)

	Knowledge/ Understanding of the short story 

Knowledge/ Understanding of terms: setting, symbol 
	Demonstrates a limited knowledge and understanding of the short story 

Demonstrates a limited knowledge and understanding of the terms: setting, symbol 
	Demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the short story 

Demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the terms: setting, symbol 
	Demonstrates considerable knowledge and understanding of the short story 

Demonstrates considerable knowledge and understanding of the terms: setting, symbol 
	Demonstrates a high degree of knowledge and understanding of the short story 

Demonstrates a high degree of knowledge and understanding of the terms: setting, symbol 

	Thinking/ Inquiry about the story 
	Uses critical and 

creative thinking skills 

with limited effectiveness 
	Uses critical and 

creative thinking skills 

with moderate effectiveness 
	Uses critical and 

creative thinking skills 

with considerable 

effectiveness 
	Uses critical and 

creative thinking skills 

with a high degree of effectiveness 

	Application

Creation of storyboard 
	Storyboard's images are poor in design and detail 
	Storyboard's images are moderately successful in design and detail 
	Storyboard's images are considerably successful in design and detail 
	Storyboard's images are highly successful in design and detail 


Note: A student whose achievement is below Level 1 (50%) has not met the expectations for this assignment or activity. 

