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Persuasive Essay Guide – Outline of Rough Draft
Use this sentence-by-sentence guide to help you write the rough outline of your essay.  This will be marked for completion (see essay calendar).  

PARAGRAPH 1 – Introduce your essay: (about 100-125 words)
(1-2 Sentences)  Use a HOOK (quote/question) or an opening statement to introduce your topic and the text.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Thesis:  Clearly state your thesis. (1-2 sentences)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Briefly introduce each of your two points. This will be your BLUEPRINT.
Point #1 ______________________________________________________
Point #2 ______________________________________________________

PARAGRAPH 2 – Prove your thesis, by analyzing the FIRST point (about 150 words)
Transition word: _____________________________    

TOPIC Sentence - State the FIRST point from your thesis.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Support #1___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

(Example or proof from book) _______________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Comment on proof: _____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Support #2___________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________

(Example or proof from book) _____________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Comment on proof: _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUDING sentence that sums up your paragraph and relates back to your thesis. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transitional Sentence that leads into your next point (i.e. the next paragraph):

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PARAGRAPH 3 – Prove your thesis, by analyzing the SECOND point (about 150 words)   

Transition word: _____________________________    

TOPIC Sentence - State the SECOND point from your thesis.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Support #1___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________


(Example or proof from movie) ______________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________


________________________________________________________________________________


Comment on proof: _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Support #2___________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________


(Example or proof from movie) ____________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Comment on proof: _____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUDING sentence that sums up your paragraph and relates back to your thesis. 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Transitional Sentence that leads into your next point (i.e. the next paragraph):

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

PARAGRAPH 4 – Conclude Your Essay (about 75-100 words)   

(1 Sentence)  Re-State your thesis in a different way. Should be confident that you proved your answer.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

(1-2 Sentences)  Summarize your three main points and tie them back into your thesis.

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
(1-2 Sentences) Closing remarks or statements. Should leave the reader thinking about your response after reading is done.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  


DID YOU?

PARAPHRASE?

USE DIRECT QUOTES?

IF SO…….
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